The patient's clinical course has been previously described in detail.9 Briefly, the 70 year old patient, who was under observation for a
Abstract
Three patients presented with septal fasciitis and panniculitis, associated with clinical and laboratory features which precluded straightforward classification into eosinophilic fasciitis, localised scleroderma, or lupus erythematosus profundus. Treatment with cimetidine caused the remission of cutaneous manifestations and the extracutaneous abnormalities, such as nailfold capillary disturbances and the presence of antithyroid antibodies, improved.
It is concluded that features of eosinophilic fasciitis or localised scleroderma and certain additional atypical elements should be categorised as atypical fasciitis-panniculitis syndrome.
Septal fasciitis associated with panniculitis is a common feature of localised scleroderma, lupus erythematosus profundus, and eosinophilic fasciitis.' Although the latter disorders have been well characterised their pathogenetic mechanisms are elusive and their distinction is based on descriptive rather than strict diagnostic criteria; overlapping features are common. 2 We describe three patients, who, in addition to similar and distinct fasciitis and panniculitis, featured diverse extracutaneous symptoms. The clinical presentation and laboratory findings in the individual patients did not fall into any of the well known fasciitis-panniculitis disorders. In conclusion, we have described three patients with features of eosinophilic fasciitis or localised scleroderma and certain additional atypical elements. The histological findings of the patients' lesions had fasciitic and panniculitic changes in common. A favourable therapeutic response to cimetidine was observed. We suggest that it is inappropriate to include these cases within the well established nosological entities of eosinophilic fasciitis or localised scleroderma but that it would be more appropriate to categorise them separately as atypical fasciitis-panniculitis syndrome. Our experience indicates that these patients and possibly others with similar disorders may benefit from treatment with cimetidine.
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